
#LoveOzYA Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

  September 26, 2017 

Opening 

The regular meeting of the #LoveOzYA Committee was called to order at 8:00pm on 

September 26, 2017 via Skype by Michael Earp (Chair). 

Present 

Amanda Diaz (ACT), Michael Earp, (VIC), Kevin Lee (VIC), Rhianna Patrick (QLD), 

Nicola Santilli (NSW) and Jess Walton (VIC) 

 

Approval of Agenda 

The agenda was unanimously approved as distributed. 

Approval of Minutes 

Minutes of last meeting had been approved via email and posted online. 

Open Issues 

New members on committee: 

The ongoing discussion and fulfilment of the remaining place on the committee was once 

again touched on. It was suggested that perhaps Inky judges may potentially be interested 

in joining the committee, providing a teen voice. 

Remaining money: 

The sum of $270 remains from funds offered by Melbourne City of Literature. 

Part of this money will be used to send out the prizes from the Survey. 

There is still the idea that the money be spent on samples for the planned crowdfunding 

campaign that would allow #LoveOzYA readers, libraries and Bookshops etc could get 

#LoveOzYA swag, so that we could run the campaign with photos of the actual items 

people would receive.  

#LoveOzYA awareness and engagement: 

The Instagram ‘Takeover’ posts continue to be successful.  

The original content on the blog is also gathering views.  

The highest visited page after the homepage (and the survey) is the ‘Resources’ tag. This 

should encourage us to think of more resources that could be added to this page. 

Funds: 

We once again touched on crowdfunding as a potential means for ongoing sustainability 

particularly for website costs, but also as a possible way to produce physical resources 



(bookmarks, stickers, badges etc.) to distribute to schools, libraries, bookstores and other 

interested parties. The enthusiasm of the committee for this ‘swag’ is high. This still 

needs to be costed (printing/production/postage), and the different platforms be 

investigated. We also need to be aware that a crowdfunding campaign is a significant 

time commitment, both in the preparation for it, during its running, and 

fulfilment/sending out of the ‘swag’. There has been some movement, but we also 

acknowledge that this is a medium-long term goal, if done properly. 

Survey: 

The survey had had a strong response and will close at the end of the week. The data will 

need to be tidied to make it more statistically readable and so that may take some time, 

but once that’s done, we’ll be able to present the results in a blog post that discusses the 

finding, their limitations and what they’ve brought to light. Winners will also be selected, 

and the prizes sent out. 

ABA: 

Nicola worked with the ABA and the latest issue of their newsletter included an article 

about #LoveOzYA, what we do and how booksellers can be involved.   

#LoveOzYABloggers: 

Continue to maintain/add themes fortnightly.  

Centre for Youth Literature: 

The CYL was kind enough to offer us to be the host of the diversity recommendations 

brain stormed during Reading Matters. This has gone online, as a blog post and a 

resource. This resource is our highest visited single post (other than the survey) over the 

last 90 days.  

ASLA: 

In response to the ALIA’s Top 10 YA list announced this year having no Australian 

authors in it at all, it has been suggested that we reach out to the ASLA to ask if they 

have the data to be able to show most borrowed books in school libraries, as they may be 

very different to public libraries. This will be investigated and an inquiry will be drafted.  

New Business 

Twitter: 

Jess has suggested an Event-based Twitter chat from time to time in order to build 

interest and discussion around certain key events in the LoveOzYA community. The first 

suggested chat was about Inky Awards, if it can be organised in time. 

 



Adjournment 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:15pm by Michael Earp (Chair). The next general meeting 

will be in roughly a month’s time on a date to be confirmed by consensus. 

Minutes submitted by: Michael Earp 

Approved by: Amanda Diaz, Michael Earp, Kevin Lee, Rhianna Patrick, Nicola Santilli 

and Jess Walton 


